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had gone to sign the Franco-Soviet pact, he had, at
Cracow, following Pilsudski's funeral, an interview with
Goering, a long one, which in the language of diplomacy,
was only of an exploratory and informative nature. On
his own testimony, M. Pierre Laval had shown extreme
prudence and, while stressing his desire to establish cordial
relations with Germany, had been careful to conduct
himself as the guardian of the interests of our Central
European Allies. Against the charge of nourishing the
idea of a gentleman's agreement with Nazi Germany and
of putting up a gang-plank between Nazi Germany and
himself, he offered no defence. This was at once the
dream of a man who has presumably never studied German
history and the pretention of a clever man to believe that
sleight of hand can serve every purpose. There are cases
where it is no good at all, and he was to find that out
soon enough.
In October, 1939, when we had the conversation the
essential parts of which I have reported, and in the ensuing
months, M. Pierre Laval was a man almost entirely
dominated by one directing principle, the determination
to return to power. This was known and so was his
talent for intrigue. Consequently he was thought to be
behind, at the heart of or on the fringe of all the plots
which were being hatched. If he was not involved in
them all, he had his eye on them all and held himself
ready to prevent them succeeding at his expense or with-
out him. He did not, however, take any responsibility for
those which were too clearly defeatist in character, denying
that he was in alliance with those who inspired or were
the life and soul of them. He made a point of dissociating
himself from all of that complexion. In contradistinction
even, he laid increasing stress on his determination to
conduct the war, since it had come to war, with the
maximum of firmness and to the full extent of our
resources. But it was all in vain. In the opinion of the
French political world and still more abroad, as soon as